
Top Motivations

Firms respond to a wide range of motivations and influences as they develop 
and implement corporate ESG mandates and address stakeholder expectations, 
but some stand out.

In this infographic, we look at what CSR and sustainability professionals say are 
the top motivations and influences on their firms’ corporate ESG programs.

What’s Driving Corporate ESG? 
CSR and Sustainability Professionals Have Their Say

We asked 556 CSR and sustainability professionals to rate the ESG motivations 
that are most important for their organizations.

Please rate how important the following ESG motivations are for your organization.

Meeting regulations and complying with disclosure rules

Achieving environmental goals (e.g., reducing carbon emissions, waste, pollution, etc.)

Improving brand or reputation

Being a good corporate citizen

Responding to stakeholder pressure for transparency and accountability

Enhancing financial performance

Allocating capital to strategic priorities
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Key Influences
We asked participants to tell us which stakeholders have the most influence over 
their organizations’ ESG planning or strategy.

Please rate the influence the following stakeholders have over your organization’s 
ESG planning or strategy. 

C-level/senior leadership

Government regulators

Clients/customers

Institutional investors

Employees

Corporate communications

Finance and treasury department

Activist investors 
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Learn more about how CSR and sustainability teams are 
managing ESG challenges, priorities, planning, and strategy 
in The Morningstar Sustainalytics Corporate ESG Survey 
Report 2022: CSR and Sustainability in Transition. 
Click below to download the report today.
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